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In concluding this paper, it seems 
unnecessary to detail the particu- 
lar circumstances of each case ; 
the remarks, therefore, will now 
be confined, principally, to the 
modifications of smallpox, as they 
have been exhibited in Boston. 

A majority of the varioloid pa- 
tients who have been sick at 
Rainsford Island, were directly 
exposed to the smallpox at sea, 
in voyages from the Western Is- 
lands, Ireland, South America, 
Halifax, &c. Those conveyed 
there from the city, only three or 
four, however, in number, con- 
tracted it in New-York or Phila- 
delphia, and were taken sick at 
their lodgings soon after they en- 
tered the town. The same train 
of symptoms that characterized 
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any individual case, were noticed 
in them all. Most of the sick 
had been vaccinated three, four, 
and six years before, and three of 
them assured the attendants that 
they had repeatedly examined the 
bodies of seamen, in foreign parts, 
who had died of confluent small- 
pox, with impunity. Mr. So- 
mers, in Purchase Street, under 
the care of Dr. Ingalls, related 
the same story. 

After a period of twelve days, 
most frequently, but in one in- 
stance twenty-eight, from the 
time they first discovered the in- 
Cipient variolous eruption on the 
person from whom they contract- 
ed the disease, their sleep was 
disturbed, their appetite im- 
paired, and they had occasional 
chills. A slight nausea, headach, 
pain in the loins and soreness of 
the throat, soon followed. The 
secretion of saliva was very Co- 
pious: a quart has drained from - 
the mouthvof a sailor in the course 
of a few hours. The pain in the 
back, commonly, was most severe, | 
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when a slight efflorescence first 
appeared ; but it subsided when 
the eruption was partially deve- 
loped. Thus, it has sometimes 
happened, that the person, one 
day, was apprehensive of a fatal 
crisis, from the violence of the 
fever, and the next, was so free 
from pain, as to be able to leave 
the bed and walk to the window. 
Although these general symptoms 
Were common, in a greater or less 
degree, to all, the eruption has 
never had precisely the same ap- 
pearance in any two individuals. 
On one, there were clusters of 
vesicles on the sides of the nose, 
forehead, breast and shoulders ; 
and on another, they united in 
masses on parts of the face, but 
remained distinct on the arms. 
On another, the whole body was 
covered, by degrees, with pa- 
pille, gradually enlarging, till 
the febrile excitement abated. 
Wherever a true pustule formed, 
a broad, purple pit was left, when 
the scab came off. The remain- 
der soon settled into hard, conical 
pimples, somewhat moveable in 
the skin, which remained many 
weeks. One or two varioloid pa- 
tients were re-vaccinated, but the 
matter was always turbid. When 
the eruption was uniformly distri- 
buted over the surface, it was no- 
ticed that desquamation of the 
large pustules was sooner accom- 
lished, than when it was partial. 

his was illastrated in the case 
of Mr. Blackstock, from Kueel- 
and Street, the last person who 
has had the disease in the city. 
When, on the other hand, the 
eruption was confined principally 
to parts of the face, head, thighs, 
&c., desquamation was slow and 
tedious, the scabs large, anda 
few pits quite deep and sore to 
the touch. An instance of this 
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occurred in a gentleman taken 
from the Marlboro’ Hotel. Again, 
in every case, the skin was left 
rough, and the complexion was 
more or less changed to a Copper 
hue. This was observed in Mr. 
Crane, some time after he left 
the island. 

Thus far, but one case of vario- 
loid, in this vicinity, has occurred 
in a person who had previously 
had the smallpox. This was a 
gentleman belonging to Brookline, 
who had it by inoculation in 1778; 
but the varioloid was so slight as 
to excite but little attention. It 
was understood that a lady from 
Halifax carried the infection into 
afamily in that totvn, and that 
some of the members subsequent- 
ly had slight eruptions, and reco- 
vered before the character of 
the complaint was recognised. 
There were three deaths in the 
place, but the disease was ar- 
rested before it made much pro- 
gress, by sending those who had 
been most exposed, to the island. 
From Mr. Ward’s house it was 
supposed the disease was brought 
to the city, as a Mr. Tuckerman, 
who had a place in the market 
near Mr. Ward’s stall, had the 
confluent smallpox, of which he 
died. This was the only person 
that died in the hospital the past 
winter. 

The infection was also convey- 
ed, probably in a gentleman’s 
clothes, to Dorchester : two per- 
sons were taken sick, in the fami- 
ly where the gentleman passed 
the evening of a day on which he 
had visited the sick in Brookline. 
One of them had smallpox, and 
the other the varioloid, pretty se- 
verely. In two, of twenty cases, 
it was difficult to decide, when 
the patients were first received, 
whether they had genuine small- 
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pox or a modified form of it, so 
analogous were the symptoms and 
external appearances. George 
Newell, one of the two alluded 
to from Dorchester, was one of 
this kind. The head was very 
much swollen, the eyes inflamed, 
and the whole body of such a fiery 
redness, that it was conjectured 
his sufferings would be very great; 
and yet he recovered in half the 
time of one with distinct smallpox. 

Nathaniel Hayes, aged about 
50, a laborer, assisted in nursing 
and burying a man who died at 
the Punch Bowl in Brookline, in 
December. In consequence of 
the exposure, he was conveyed to 
the island, but previously vacci- 
nated by Dr. Wild. He was 
rather languid, while going down 
the harbor, but observed he felt 
perfectly well, and moreover said 
that he drank so much rum in 
digging the graves, that it had 
driven all the smallpox out of his 
system. The second morning, to 
the surprise of the nurses, with- 
out much previous indication of 
disease, he was unable to move 
his limbs without assistance. He 
could barely articulate that his 
“tongue was numb.” Severe 
pains were soon experienced in 
the neck and back. Vaccine mat- 
ter was again put into the arm, as 
there was no prospect of success 
in the place inoculated by Dr. 
Wild. In a little time the pains 
were less viclent, but onthe third 
day, towards evening, he failed 
so rapidly, that there was but 
faint hope of his recovery. The 
pulse was hardly perceptible at 
the wrist, though the temporal 
arteries beat with considerable 
force. By tracing the head. with 
the fingers, small tubercles were 
detected, which ultimately be- 
came pustules. There were ia- 


flamed spots on the tongue, gums 

and palate, of the size of half a 

pea, which appeared to be chang- 

ing to a bluish color, and exceed- 

ingly tender when touched acci- 

dentally by the spoon with which 

he was fed. Wine, mixed with 

a strong decoction of bark, was 

now given him, at short intervals, 

till the pulsation could be felt at 

the wrist. The eruption began 

to make its appearance toward 

daylight the next morning, and the 

bark, which produced nausea, 

was discontinued ; but the wine 

was Continued, to the extent of a 
quart in twenty-four hours, occa- 
sionally mixed with gruel, for five 
days in succession. The vaccine 
process now commenced, and kept 
pace with the eruption, from day 
to day, though the scabs were de- 
tached a week sooner than on any 
other place. Within an inch of 
the point where the virus was in- 
serted, there was a circle of ve- 
sicles, which united by degrees, 
but before they were dried, puru- 
lent matter burst from the cica- 
trix, which discharged copiously 
three weeks, and had not entirely 
healed when he was discharged, 
at the end of forty days. Finding 
that small ulcers were forming 
under the patches of scurf in va- 
rious places on the head, back 
and legs, that d@charged continu- 
ally, and that the patches adhered 
an unusual time, he was directed 
to wash in cold sea water twice a 
day, and then have pulverized 
bark sprinkled on the sores. In 
this way, he was restored to such 
a measure of health as to leave 
the hospital, though he has re- 
mained feeble ever since. 

The mode of treatment has 
been very simple, and, happily, 
successful in every case of modi- 
fied smallpox. Saline cathartics 
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were prescribed, invariably, eve- 
ry day, during the existence of 
the febrile symptoms, which were 
sometimes violent ; and suspend- 
ed when the eruption made its 
appearance. Calomel was given 
only a few times, when salts were 
ejected from the stomach after 
repeated trials ; but its adminis- 
tration, it was conceived, was fol- 
lowed by bad consequences, inas- 
much as the ptyalism, peculiar 
to the disease, was very much 
increased, the breath more offen- 
sive, and the exhalations even in- 
tolerable to the patient himself. 
A delirium, by no means uncom- 
mon in the night, if the patient 
has remained so long in one posi- 
tion as to have the bed too much 
heated, is not alarming. A fresh 
current of air from an open win- 
dow, however cold the weather, 
was freely admitted on the naked 
body, by turning aside the bed- 
ding. As soon as the temperature 
was moderated, the patient wouiu 
be calm and conscious of his situ- 
ation. Tartaric acid was used to 
the neglect of all other acids, with 
singular benefit. The use of this 
excellent medicine in smallpox, 
may be the subject of a future 
article. There have been no in- 
stances of secondary fever, subse- 
quent to the varioloid eruption, 
with the exception of a slight turn 
in the case of Hayes. If at any 
time there was a deep seated 
pain in the feet, very common in 
a state of convalescence, they 
were kept in warm water till re- 
lief was afforded. An emetic has 
not been given to a single indivi- 
dual, and for this reason: it was 
observed that those persons who 
had taken emetics before their 
arrival at the island, did not re- 
cover so fast nor so surely, as 
others, who, in the commence- 
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ment, were of a more doubtful 
character. A tickling cough, 
which in damp weather was quite 
troublesome, attended all those 
who had taken emetics. 

The ordinary nourishment of 
the sick was weak coffee, nearly 
cold ; roasted apples ;- light, soft 
bread; rice, &c. Exercise in 
the open air was recommended, 
when the person was able to 
walk, at proper hours of the day; 
if not, the rooms were aired, ear- 
ly in the morning, by opening the 
windows and doors, while the 
bedding was changed. 

A very similar course of treat- 
ment has been pursued in the dis- 
tinct smallpox. In the confluent 
form of this dreadful disease, 
however, the mode of treatment 
was altogether different, and will 
be adverted to at a more conve- 
nient season. 


Il. 
For the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 


Observations on the injurious Ef- 
fects which frequently arise in 
Children from protracted: Suck- 
ling. By Epwarp Morton, 
M.B. L.M. From the London 
Medical and Physical Journal.* 


With Remarks, by James Jacx- 
son, M.D 


Several cases which I had pre- 
viously witnessed led me to be- 
lieve, some years ago, that in- 
flammation of the brain, or its 


* This article has been already repub- 
lished in the Boston Medical Intelligencer. 
It will not therefore be new to some of vur 
readers, Asa very considerable propor- 
tion of our subscribers, however, were not 
subscribers to that work, we have thought 
proper to reprint the article, 1s otherwise 
the bearing of the subsequent remarks 
upon it, with which we have been favor- 
a not be fully perceived by all. 
—ip. 
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membranes, might be produced 
in children in consequence of their 
being suckled for an undue length 
of time. Since that period I 
have had opportunities of observ- 
ing infantile diseases on a much 
more extended scale, and, my 
attention having been expressly 
directed to the point in question, 
I have not only become fully con- 
vinced of the correctness of the 
opinion I then entertained, but 
have been induced to extend it 
still further. 

The idea I conceive to be new; 
but this is of little consequence, 
if it only have truth for its basis. 
If this be allowed, (and I submit 
it as a question which experience 
alone can decide,) it is perhaps 
not improbable that it may here- 
after prove extensively beneficial; 
since precautionary measures may 
be founded upon it, which, if uni- 
formly adopted, may be the means 
of saving many children from fall- 
ing victims to one of the most 
painful and fatal diseases to which 
they are subject. 

As, however, I am anxious that 
the present communication should 
take up as small a space as possi- 
ble in the valuable pages of this 
Journal, I will at once observe, 
that, from the experience which 
I have already had upon the sub- 
ject, I am inclined to draw the 
following conclusions : 

Ist. That, if children are suck- 
led for an undue* length of time, 
they will be liable to be affected, 
in consequence, with inflammation 
of the brain. 

CASES. 

Case .—Emma Lane, et. 2 
years, suckled for 1 year 11 
months, admitted for cephalitis.t 


_* “ Undue,”—i. e. any period beyond 
nine or ten months. 


t ** Cephalitis.’—As this term will be 
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The mother suckled a former 
child for a very long period, and it 
died of ‘* water on the brain.” 

Case [].—Edmund Power, et. 
2 years, still at the breast, admit- 
ted for hydrocephalus chronicus. 
The head is very large ; fonta- 
nelles open; superficial veins large 
and prominent. 

Case III.—Sophia Hamley, et. 
1 year 2 months, still at the breast, 
admitted for cephalitis. 

Case IV.— William How, et. 1 
year 6 months, suckled for 13 
months, admitted for cephalitis. 

Case V.—David Hepburn, et. 
2 years 6 months, suckled for 2 
years 4 months, admitted for ce- 
phalitis. ' 

Case VI.—Samuel Hanks, et. 
1 year 9 months, suckled for 1 
year 8 months, admitted for ce- 
phalitis. 

Case VII.—Amelia Hill, et. 2 
years 6 months, suckled for 1 year 
9 months, admitted for cephalitis. 


2ndly. That the same effect 
will take place in infants if suck- - 
led by women who have been de- 
livered an undue* length of time, 
although the infants themselves 
may not have been at the breast 
for too long a period. 


CASE, 

Case VITI.—Ellen Willoughby, 
zt. 9 months, admitted for cepha- 
litis ; suckled by a woman who 
has been delivered 1 year 9 - 
months. 


Sdly. That, if they should not 


made use of in the relation of the follow- | 
ing cases, | beg leave to say that I mean 
by it those symptoms which give rise to, 
and precede, the disease strictly and pro- 
perly called Hydrocephalus, or water in 


. the brain, and which are well described 


by Dr. Yeats. 


* See the above continued sense in 
which [ employ this term. 
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become affected with the disorder 
in question during or soon after 
the time they are thus improper- 
ly suckled, they will nevertheless 
acquire thereby a predisposition 
to cephalic diseases at some fu- 
ture period of their lives. 


CASES. 

Case IX.—Sarah Strickling, zt. 
4 years, suckled for 1 year 6 
months, admitted for cephalitis. 
The mother of this child lost three 
with ‘‘ water in the 
ead .” all these were suckled 
for more than 18 months. 

Case X.—George Speering, et. 
4 years, suckled for 1 year 6 
months, admitted for cephalitis. 

Case XI.—Ann Archer, et. 7 
years, suckled for 3 years, admit- 
ted for hydrocephalus : died. 

Case XII.—Cornelius Leary, 
zt. 6 years, suckled for 1 year 6 
months, admitted for cephalitis : 
- died. 

Case XIII.—Sophia Peverel, 
zt. 3 years, suckled for 2 years, 
admitted for cephalitis. 

- Case XIV.--Maria Turley, et. 
4 years, suckled for 1 year 3 
months, admitted for cephalitis : 
died. This child had a previous 
attack about six months before, 
from which she recovered while 
under my care. 

Case XV.—Robert Selkirk, et. 
3 years 6 mouths, suckled for 1 
year 1 month, admitted for ce- 
phalitis. The mother lost two 
children previously, one with “ in- 
flammation of the brain,” and the 
other of convulsions ; both of these 
were suckled for more than 1 
year. 

Case XVI—Eliza Ferreira, 
zt. 5 years, suckled for 1 year 7 
months, admitted for cephalitis. 
The mother lost another child 
previously of ‘“‘water in the head,” 
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at the age of 1 year 5 months, 
which was suckled until it died. 


Athly and lastly. That children 
who are suckled for an undue 
length of time, when laboring un- 
der other diseases, will be much 
more likely to have the head se- 
condarily affected than other chil- 
dren. 


CASES. 

Case XVII.—Sarah Swann, et. 
4 years 6 months, suckled for 1 
year, admitted for hooping-cough, 
with convulsions. 

Case XVEII.—-Mary Harris, et. 
2 years 3 months, suckled for 1. 
year 4 months, admitted for hoop- 
ing-cough with an affection of the 
head. 

Case XIX.—Maria Hughes, et. 
2 years, suckled for 1 year 3 
months, admitted for convulsions 
after hooping-cough. The mother 
lost another child previously with 
water in the head,” which was 
suckled for 14 months. 

Case XX.—Thomas Benson,et. 
I year 6 months, suckled for 1 
year 4 months, admitted for pneu- 
monia, with an affection of the 
head. 

Cause XXI.—-Mary Kenner, et. 
6 years, suckled for 1 year 6 
months, admitted for hooping- 
cough, with well-marked affection 
of the head. 

Case XXII.—John Ennes, et. 
l year 7 months, suckled for 1 
year, was admitted for bronchitis; 
afterwards a decided affection of 
the head supervened. 


With respect to the manner ia 
which protracted lactation pro- 
duces the complaint above men- 
tioned, I am at present undecid- 
ed, but think it most probable 
that the affection of the head is 
consequent upon derangement in 
the chylopoietic viscera, which 
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may possibly arise from the milk 
becoming so far deteriorated in 
quality as to be unfit any longer 
for the purposes of nutrition. This 
opinion seems to be strengthened 
by Case VIII. in which it appear- 
ed that it was not any particular 
state of the child which produced 
the cephalic affection, but the im- 
poverished condition of the nurse’s 
milk. 

In conclusion I beg to observe, 
that it was my intention to have 
waited until I might have been 
able to collect a greater mass of 
evidence than I at present possess 
upon the subject in question, be- 
fore I published my opinions there- 
on ; but as individual experience, 
however extensive, can never be 
entitled to general confidence, I 
have, upon further consideration, 
deemed it more advisable at once 
to submit the foregoing observa- 
tions and cases to the profession, 
in order that the conclusions which 
I have felt mvself warranted in 
drawing from them may be either 
corrected or confirmed by the ex- 
perience of others. 

I think it right to add, that, up- 
on referring to the total number 
of cases of cephalic inflammation 
that have come under my care 
since I have been in the habit of 
making particular inquiries on the 
subject, I find that a very large 
majority have occurred in children 
who have been suckled for an im- 
proper length of time. 


Remarks by Dr. Jackson. 


The foregoing article, an ab- 
stract of which was published from 
the Lon. Med. and Phys. Journ. in 
the Boston Med. Intelligencer for 
Feb. 5, 1828, has been extensive- 
ly circulated in various other pa- 
pers in this country. The sub- 
stance of this article is that chil- 


167 


dren, who are nursed beyond the 
period of nine or ten months, be- 
come liable to inflammation of 
the brain. I had hoped that this 
opinion would not be allowed to 
pass without comment. As, how- 
ever, no one has controverted it, 
I beg leave to express my own 
unqualified dissent to its truth. 
And this I shall do the more ear- 
nestly, as it appears to me that 
the prevalence of this opinion 
would be productive of great evils. 
It is proper, however, to say, that 
Dr. Morton, who is the author of 
the opinion, has no doubt seen 
cases to justify it in his mind. 
But Iam persuaded that either he 
has mistaken sequences for con- 
sequences, or else there is some 
strange cause operating in the 
place of his residence, which does’ 
not operate here. 
I have not been a careless spec- 
tator of the effects of weaning 
children at different ages, and the 
opinions I have formed on the sub- 
ject have been the result of ex- 
perience alone. So far as I form- 
ed any opinions from reasoning, 
prior to observation, they were 
opposed to those to which obser- 
vation has led me. _ I have cer- 
tainly found the evils from early 
weaning vastly greater than those 
of protracted lactation. And I 
certainly have not found that in- 
‘flammation of the brain has occur- 
red, either early or late, after 
protracted lactation. It would 
not be difficult for me to point out 
many large families, in which the 
children have been kept at the 
breast from twelve’ to twenty 
months, without a single instance 
of inflammation of the brain. For 
the last twenty years the children 
under my influence have almost 
uniformly been nursed from a 
year to a year and a half : so that 
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if Dr. Morton is right, I ought to 


have had many instances of the 
disease in question under my care. 
But, on the contrary, the instances 
of that disease in my circle of 
practice, have been very rare. 

The opinions relative to wean- 
ing, which I deduced from obser- 
vation, and which I published sev- 
eral years since, were these: 
That, ordinarily, a child’s second 
summer and autumn constitute the 
most dangerous period of its life ; 
that his danger is greater, the 
younger he is, when he enters up- 
on this second summer ; and that 
it is aggravated if he does not draw 
part of his nourishment from the 
breast during this period, unless 
he has arrived at the age of 16 
months when his second summer 
commences. 

It should be distinctly under- 
stood, that I do not recommend 
that a child should be restrained 
from all other food, as long as he 
continues at the breast. On the 
contrary, from the fifth to the 
ninth month, according to circum- 
stances, he should be allowed oth- 
er food; and this more and more 
freely, as he gets older. But it 
will be found that the organs of 
digestion will be more able to 
bear common food, while nursing, 
than afterwards, under the limi- 
tations before mentioned. 

Boston, April, 1828. 


Ill. 


From the Med. Chirur. Transactions. 


Calculations respecting the Period 
of Parturition in Women. 
By Merriman, M.D. F.LS, 
&c. &e. 

THF question respecting the 
utmost period to which utero-ges- 
tation in the human species can be 
prolonged, has been often agitat- 


ed, but never satisfactorily decid- 
ed. Recent circumstances have 
again called this question into dis- 
cussion, and several medical 
practitioners, supposed to be very 
conversant with such inquiries, 
were examined before the highest 
judicial tribunal in this country, 
for the purpose, if possible, of de- 
termining this point; but their 
conflicting testimonies have tend- 
ed rather to obscure than to elu- 
cidate the matter. 

Indeed such a contrariety of 
opinions exists, upon almost every 
circumstance connected with the 
functions of the uterine system, 
and there is so much difficulty in 
obtaining from females precise in- 
formation upon such subjects, that 
it is little wonderful if the inves- 
tigator find himself, at every 
step, involved in intricacy and 
confusion. 

Before it is possible to deter- 
mine the utmost duration of preg- 
nancy, it becomes necessary to 
ascertain the point of time from. 
which its commencement is to be 
calculated; but this remains quite 
unsettled, for some persons date 
from the time at which the 
monthly period intermits, others 
begin to calculate from a fortnight 
after the intermission: some reck- 
on from the day on which the suc- 
ceeding appearance ought to have 
become manifest; some are in- 
clined to include in their calcula- 
tion the entire last period of being 
regular, and others only date from 
the day on which they were first 
sensible of the motions of the infant. 
_ It is highly probable that more 
accurate observation would clear 
away much of the uncertainty in 
which this question remains ; and 
it may be hoped that those, whose 
opportunities afford them the 
means, will not neglect to note 
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down such facts as may assist in 
effecting this desirable purpose. 

With the view of somewhat 
elucidating this subject, I take 
the liberty of laying before the 
Society a Table, for the accuracy 
of which I can fully vouch, and 
which was constructed. 
When I have been requested to 
calculate the time at which the 
accession of labor might be ex- 
pected, I have been very exact in 
ascertaining the last day on which 
any appearance of the catamenia 
was distinguishable, and have 
reckoned forty weeks from this 
day, assuming that the two hun- 
dred and eightieth was to be con- 
sidered as the legitimate day of 
parturition. The suSjoined Ta- 
ble shows how often this day was 
deviated from, and what was the 
actual number of days from the 
day of menstrual intermission to 
the birth of the child. 


A Table of the Births of 114 Ma- 
ture Children, calculated from, 
but not including the day on 
which the Catamenia were last 
distinguishable. 


At 255 days 1 


256 1 
259 1 

3 in the 37th week. 
At 262 days 2 
263 2 
264 4 
265 1 
266 4 

13 in the 38th week. 
At 267 days 1 
268 1 
269 4 
270 1 
271 2 
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At 272 days 2 
273 3 


14 in the 39th week. 


At 274days 4 
275 2 
276 4 
277. 8 
278 3 
279 3 
280 9 


At 281 days 
282 
283 
284 
285 
286 
287 


in the 41st week. 


At 288 days 
289 
290 
292 
293 


in the 42d week. 


At 295 days 
296 
297 
298 
301 


10 in the 45d week. 
At 303 days 1 


305 1 
306 2 
4 in the 44th week. 


From this Table it seems fair 
to infer, that conception is effect- 
ed soon after the catamenial pe- 
riod has intermitted more com- 
monly than immediately before 
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, 33 in the 40th week. 
5 
2 
| 6 | 
| 1 
| 4 
| 8 
1 
2? 
5 
29 
2 
2 
9 
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the recurrence of that discharge, 
coatrary to the opinion of a physi- 
cian, who as directed considera- 
ble attention to this subject ; and 
who says, ‘¢It is more probable 
that conception takes place a 
short time previous to the next 
expected menstruation ; an opin- 
ion which we know many physio- 
logists entertain.”* I may add, 
that though I have restricted the 
Table to 114 cases, because those 
are the only ones which I have 
been able completely to verify ; 
yet I have calculated a great ma- 
ny more in the same manner, and 
With results so nearly similar, that 
I have no doubt of the general 
correctness of the principle. 

A knowledge of this fact is 
likely to be useful on many occa- 
sions, but is of paramount impor- 
tance in enabling the accoucheur 
to fix upon the proper time for in- 
ducing premature labor, in those 
afflicting cases of deformed pelvis 
which allow of no other hope of 
preserving the child. 


Upon a few occasions the peri- 
od of delivery, dated from the last 
appearance of the catamenia, has 
exceeded forty-four weeks, or 
three hundred and eight days, and 
1 subjoin a short detail of these 
anomalous cases. 

1. Mrs. I. had in ten pregnan- 
cies borne eleven children; she 
had on all these occasions become 
pregnant almost immediately after 
the monthly intermission. She 
was regular in March, 1813, and 
had no appearance after the 7th 
inst. She was led to believe that 
she conceived on the 8th, and 
made preparations for her confine- 
ment in the early part of the fol- 


* Dr. Lyall, * Evidence in the Gard- 
ner Peerage Cause,” p. 60. 
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lowing December. Her labor did 
not take place till the 11th of 
January, 1814, making 309 days, 
not including the day of supposed 
conception, since the disappear- 
ance of the catamenia. 

The child, a boy, when born, 
was larger than most, if not than 
any of her former children, and 
her labor was of several hours’ 
longer duration. She was once 
pregnant afterwards, but this 
pregnancy presented nothing un- 
usual. 

I have always been inclined to 
think, that in this case gestation 
was protracted beyond the usual 
term of forty weeks. The lady 
was a woman of great modesty 
and good sense, and free from ev- 
ery sort of affectation. She could 
have had no motive for fixing upon 
the 8th of March, as the time of 
conception, but a firm conviction 
that she was right in her calcula- 
tion: and neither the time of 
quickening, nor any other circum- 
stance, induced her to suspect 
that she had formed an erroneous 
opinion. 

It has indeed been assumed* 
respecting this case, that the lady 
did not conceive on the 8th of 
March, but much later in the in- 
terval of freedom from menstrua- 
tion; namely, only just before the 
next recurrence of the period. 
Ought this assumption to be ad- 
mitted as decisive against the 
opinion of the lady herself? She 
had formed her opinion after the 
experience of ten pregnancies, In 
all of which, she calculated from 
the same premises, and her reck- 
oning had proved correct ; and in 
a subsequent pregnancy, calculat- 
ing in the same way, she again 
formed a correct opinion. The 


* Evidence in the Gardner Peerage. 
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assumption rests altogether upon 
the hypothesis, that in this one 
particular the usual course of na- 
ture cannot be deviated from, 
though we have evidence ad inf- 
nitum, that the course of nature 
in every other point relative to 
conception, gestation, and partu- 
rition, is continually interrupted 
and deranged. But let us grant 
what is assumed, that the concep- 
tion did not take place till ‘‘ the 
day preceding the next menstrua- 
tion,” will this clear up the diffi- 
culty ? The catamenia ceased 
on the 7th of March: according to 
the laws of nature, as contended 
for by those who make this as- 
sumption, the catamenia, unless 
arrested by conception, ought to 
have returned at the end of twen- 
ty-eight days, consequently on the 
Ath of April, but they did not re- 
turn on that day ; and therefore, 
according to this hypothesis, the 
conception must nave been com- 
plete on the 3d of April, which 
gives to the 11th of January fol- 
lowing 283 days; and demon- 
strates, that the longest period of 
pregnancy which the objectors al- 
low to be possible, was exceeded 
by three days. 

2. Mrs. N. had lain in of one 
child, and the number of days 
which elapsed on that occasion, 
between the catamenial intermis- 
sion and the labor, was 303. Mrs. 
N. was unwell in November, 
1822 ; she recovered on the 15th, 
and had not the slighest appear- 
ance afterwards. Her labor took 
place on the Sth of October, 323 
days from the day of intermission. 

It should be remarked, that 
Mrs. N. is of a very nervous tem- 
perament, and has always been 
irregular in her periods of men- 
struation. The child was large, 
but not larger than might be ex- 
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pected from a mother, who is 
herself above the usual size of 
females. This case, therefore, 
though exhibiting so considerable 
a deviation from the usual course 
of pregnancy, cannot be adduced 
as satisfactory evidence of pro- 
tracted gestation. 

3. Mrs. B. upwards of 40 years 
of age, who had not borne a child 
for more than nine years, was un- 
well in March, 1823. As there 
Was no appearance of the catame- 
nia in April, nor the following 
months, she comforted herself 
with the hope that the critical 
change in her life had been hap- 
pily effected. After some con- 
siderable time, however, she be- 
gan to enlarge in size, and fearing 
that some disease was forming, 
she consulted the late Mr. Che- 
valier, who probably supposed 
that her complaint was ovarian. 

The enlargement continuing to 
increase, she was recommended 
to procure the advice of an ac- 
coucheur, and in consequence ap- 
plied to me. On hearing the his- 
tory of the case, and being posi- 
tively assured that there had been 
no appearance of the catamenia 
for more than twelve months, 
there was no reason to suspect 
pregnancy, and I concluded, 
therefore, that the enlargement 
was occasioned by an ovarian tu- 
mor. When, however, I had oth- 
er opportunities of —— B. 
and was permitted to make an ex- 
amination per vaginam, it became 
evident that pregnancy was con- 
siderably advanced, and in nine -or 
ten weeks afterwards (viz. Sept. 
27, 1524) she was delivered of a 
very stout healthy boy. 

This is the only instance which 
has occurred within my know- 
ledge, of impregnation being ef- 
fected under such very unusual 
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circumstances. It is not a com- 
mon event for a woman, upwards 
of forty years of age, to have a 
child after an interval of nine 
years, even when she continues 
to have regular returns of her pe- 
riods; but when the menstrual 
discharge has ceased for many 
months, in a woman at so late a 
period of life, it is a very extraor- 
dinary occurrence that pregnancy 
should take place, especially as 
there was no return of the cata- 
menial secretion.* 


| IV. 
SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 


Cases of Suffocation from the Res- 
piration of the Fumes arising 
from burning Coals. 

Garsett, John Jack- 

son, and John Harman, were 

brought into Guy’s Hospital, at 
half-past nine on Saturday morn- 
ing, Dec. 10th, ina state of in- 
sensibility. The circumstances 
which gave rise to the occurrence 
were as follow :—The above- 
mentioned men formed part of the 
crew of the Austria, of Whitby, 
and were in perfect health on 
Friday. At nine o’clock in the 


* In the ‘* Observer’? Sunday newspa- 
per for September 9, 1827, a trial for se- 
duction, Anderton v. Whittaker, is re- 
ported, and the following evidence is 
stated to have been given by the girl :— 
*“1t was on the 8th of January that [had 
the intimacy with the defendant, but ne- 
ver had any before.or since.” ** The child 
was born on the 18th of October.” On 
being cross-examined, she added, ** The 
Sth of January was a Sunday. I don’t 
know where the defendant had been 
spending the day, but he came to our 
house in the evening, and staid till ten or 
eleven at night. My misfortune happen- 
ed about eight o’clock.”” Other contirm- 
atory evidence is mentioned. 

If this evidence on oath can be relied 
on, it proves that the child was not born 
till the 284th day from the time of con- 
ception. 


evening they retired, together 
with another of the crew, named 
Fairfoot, into the forecastle of 
the ship, for the purpose of going 
torest. Before going to bed, the 
fire, which was contained in a 
grate placed in the centre of the 
room, was replenished with coals. 
At eight o’clock on the following 
morning, the usual signal was giv- 
en by the mate for their appear- 
ance upon deck ; but no answer 
being returned, he descended to 
learn the cause, and the follow. 
ing appearances presented them- 
selves: Garbett and Fairfoot were 
lying on the floor, but Jackson and 
Harman remained in their beds ; 
they were all ina state of stupor 
and insensibility, from which. it 
was found impossible to rouse 
them, and they were brought up 
upon the deck, manifesting no 
other sign of life than a difficult 
and laborious breathing. The air 
of the forecastle was of a sul- 
phurous and suffocating character, 
and, on investigation, it was found 
that the smoke and fumes arising 
from the combustion of the coals 
had been. prevented from escap- 
ing by the removal of the upper 
division of the chimney, so that 
the orifice was several inches be- 
low the level of the deck, and 
consequently the smoke, instead 
of ascending, would be driven 
downwards by the wind. The 
hatchway, which was large enough 
to admit a full-sized man, had 
been enclosed throughout the 
night. ‘The coals which had been 
used were from the Ouse, and 
seemed to be of a very inferior 
quality, containing rather a large 
proportion of sulphur. 

From the foregoing account it 
would appear that the atmosphere 
of the forecastle must have un- 
dergone a gradual deterioration, by 
the admixture of sulphureous and 
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carbonic acid gases, which were 
generated by the combustion of 
the coals. The effects which 
were produced upon the persons 
who respired this impure air, al- 
though uniform in some respects, 
yet differed very widely in sever- 
ity. /This variety, however, is 
not at all explicable from any dif- 
ference in the concomitant cir- 
cumstances ; since, as the sub- 
joined cases will show, the mild- 
est, and most severe cases took 
place under circumstances pre- 
cisely similar. 


Case I.—Fairfoot, a young 
man of healthy temperament, was 
found lying upon the floor, on his 
elbows and knees : when brought 
upon deck, he was breathing with 


difficulty, and was quite insensi- 


ble; after having been exposed, 
however, about two hours to the 
open air, he began to exhibit signs 
of consciousness, and at eleven 
o’clock he was able to speak. Ex- 
cepting the exhibition of a small 
quantity of brandy, no remedial 
measures were had recourse to. 
His resuscitation was preceded by 
vomiting. 
At two o’clock, he was able to 
walk to the hospital, and seemed 
to suffer no material inconveni- 
ence. He could give no account 
of the occurrence, and was uncon- 
scious of having left his bed. 


Case I1.—Wwam. Garbett, a ro- 
bust and muscular man, aged thir- 
ty, was placed in circumstances 
very analogous to the former, and 
was found beside him in a similar 
position. When brought into the 
hospital, at half-past nine, he was 
completely insensible ; his breath- 
ing obstructed and stertorous ; his 
extremities cold; his pupils, 
though not dilated, perfectly in- 
sensible to light ; and his pulse 
frequent and weak. 
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Friction with heated vinegar 
was immediately had recourse to, 
and some ammonia was aduiinis- 
tered. At eleven o’clock, he in- 
haled a bladder of oxygen gas : 
this produced a transient bright- 
ening of the countenance, the co- 
lor of the face becoming slightly 
redder. No permanent amend- 
ment, however, was effected : he 
remained much in the same state, 
brandy being at intervals adminis- | 
tered, till one o’clock, when his 
breathing became gradually short- 
er, and at half past one he expir- 
ed. About two hours before death, 
the pulse was ninety, regular, and 
rather full. 

Sectio cadaveris.—This took 
place about two hours and a half 
after death. The appearance of 
the face was like that of a man 
who had died from strangulation. 
On opening the head, very few 
morbid appearances presented 
themselves. The veins of the du- 
ra mater seemed a little engorg- 
ed, but those of the pia mater 
were perfectly natural. There 
Was rather a preternatural abun- 
dance of blood in the sinuses, and 
slight serous effusion between the 
tunica arachnoides and pia mater ; 
the veins of the corpora striata 
were very turgid. In other re- 
spects, the brain was completely 
healthy. 

Chest:—The pleura and peri- 
cardium presented nothing re- 
markable. On opening the latter, 
the right side of the heart seem- 
ed much distended, and both the 
auricle and ventricle were found 
to contain a large quantity of fluid 
blood. The lungs had a dark ap- 
pearance, and there was very 
considerable congestion in them. 
The trachea contained a small 
quantity of mucus, and its internal 
surface was tinged in many places 
by a black carbonaceous deposit. 
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The subjects of the two remain- 
ing cases were sleeping in the 
same bed, and placed under ex- 
actly similar circumstances. 


Case III.—John Orraan, a rud- 
dy healthy youth, apparently 
about eighteen. At the time of 
his admission, he was laboring 
under the following symptoms :-- 
His respiration was rather diffi- 
cult, pulse quick, and he was 
completely insensible. 

Ammonia was administered, and 
heated vinegar rubbed over the 
body and extremities. Ina short 
time the breathing became easier, 
and his nose became sensible to 
the impression of stimuli. In 
about four hours his face had as- 
sumed a natural appearance, and 
Consciousness began slowly to 
manifest itself. He went on im- 
proving, and at two o’clock he 
was able to answer questions cor- 
rectly, and complained only of 
pain in the back. 

About three o’clock he was 
bled, and recovered with no fur- 
ther inconvenience. 


Case IV.—The subject of this 
case was a boy about fourteen. 
When brought into the hospital, 
his symptoms were very severe : 
the extremities were cold, the 
pulse very frequent and weak, the 
respiration difficult and laborious, 
the pupil of the left side was di- 
lated, and but very slightly affect- 
ed by the admission of light ; that 
of the right side, however, was 
natural. 

He was immediately rubbed 
with hot vinegar, and some am- 
monia and brandy were adminis- 
tered, by means of a tube intro- 
duced into the esophagus. At 
eleven o’clock he inhaled a 
bladder of oxygen gas : this was 
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followed for a short time by strong- 
er and deeper respirations, and 
there was a transient amendment 
in the expression of the counte- 
nance, and slight, temporary red- 
ness in the face. 

At twelve o’clock, the muscles 
of the left side were observed to 
be rigid, and often affected by 
spasmodic twitchings ; the right 
arm was in almost continual mo- 
tion, and the mouth was occasion- 
ally drawn to the left side. The 
temperature of the left side was 
perceptibly higher than that of 
the right. There was an almost 
incessant motion of the eyes pro- 
duced by the alternate action of 
the abductor and adductor mus- 
cles. The pulse were ranging 
from 140 to 160 in the minute, 
were always small and weak, of- 
ten fluttering and indistinct. 

At one o’clock, a sinapism was 
applied to the chest. : 

About an hour from this time, 
he was seen by Mr. Morgan, 
(under whose care the cases were 
admitted,) when, no amendment 
having taken place, the jugular 
vein was opened. Very little 
blood, however, could be obtain- 
ed, and it was therefore thought 
proper to open a vein in the arm; 
the blood taken from both amount- 
ed to six ounces. The effect of 
this was to produce for a few mi- 
nutes an increase in the sensibility 
of the affected iris, and to render 
the pulse for a few minutes rather 
fuller. 

In a short time after this, ten 
ounces of blood were drawn from 
the right temple by cupping. The 
pulse again rose for a few minutes, 
and the pupil remained afterwards 
more sensible to light. 

No obvious permanent amend- 
ment was produced by these mea- 
sures : his respiration continued to 
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be difficult, and his pulse soon be- 
came again fluttering and indis- 
tinct, and, when _ perceptible 
enough to be counted, they were 
from 150 to 160 in the minute. 
Brandy and ammonia were admi- 
nistered at intervals, and oxygen 
was frequently inhaled. The lat- 
ter never failed to produce a tem- 
porary excitement, during which 
the eyes were opened, and the 
respiratory muscles called into 
increased exertion. 

He gradually became worse, 
his powers evidently decreasing. 
At seven in the evening, his 
breathing was short and quick, his 
pulse fluttering and not to be 
counted, and a cold perspiration 
bedewed the surface. A stimu- 
lating enema was administered, 
and oxygen again inhaled. 

He rallied a little about ten 
o’clock, but soon sunk into his 
former state, and about four 
o’clock on the following morning 
he expired. 

Sectio cadaveris._—- Head : The 
dura and pia mater deviated 
scarcely at all from the healthy 
appearance ; the veins of the cor- 
pora striata were turgid with 
blood, and coagula of blood were 
found in both the internal carotid 
arteries. There was slight effu- 
sion of serum at the base of the 
brain ; and, when a section was 
made of the brain, the bloody 
points were found to be preter- 
naturally numerous. 

Chest :—-The pleura pulmonalis 
and costalis were united rather 
extensively by strong adhesions, 
apparently of long standing. A 
large quantity of partially coagu- 
lated blood was found in the right 
side of the heart and pulmonary 
arteries; and the vasa vasorum 
were unusually distinct at the ori- 
gins of the aorta and pulmonary 
artery. 
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The lungs presented nothing 


worthy of notice.—Lon. Med. and 
Phys. Journal. 
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BOSTON MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Tue stated Annual Meeting of 
the Boston Mepicau Associa TION 
will be held at the Exchange Coffee 
House on Monday, the 5th day of 
May next, at 2, P. M. 

A rule of the Association requires 
that those members who have the 
purpose of not assisting at the din- 
ner, give notice thereof to the Sec- 
retary, in writing, at least one week 
before the day of meeting. 


J. G. Stevenson, Sec’y. 
Charles Walker, M.D. has been 


admitted a member of this Asso- 
ciation. 


WEEKLY KEPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 
TON, 


Ending April 19, at noon. 


April 11. John McKenney, 12 mo. 
12. Mary Durand, 4 yrs. 

Susan Burge, 8 

13. Lucy Ann Fracker, 27 

Mary Smith Brown, 71-2 


Charles F. Goodridge, 5 
Charles J. Miller, jr. 
Charles H. Wilson, 
Thomas Christy, 
Isaac Fay, 

Samuel S. Bell, 
Nathan B. Reed, 
Louisa Patterson, 
John Flannagan, 
Thomas Greene, 
Anne Smith Otis, 
Elizabeth A. Hunt, 
James W. Graver, 
Sarah C. Reed, 
Sarah Mead, 

John Leonard, 

18. Ann Stuart, 

19. Henry J. Homer, 


14. 
15. 


a8 
¢ 


SRB 
8 


17. 


Consumption, 6—convulsions, 1—disease of 
the heart, 1—dropsy in the head, 1—hooping- 
cough, 3—intemperance, 1—infantile, ]—in- 
flammation on the lungs, 1—lung fever, 3— 
marasmus, 1—throat distemper, 1—unknown, 
3. Males, 18—Females, 10. Stillborn, 1. 
Total, 24. 


5 
----— 
mo. 
yrs. 
mo. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


SKIN INFIRMARY, 


HIS Institution has for its object the 
‘treatment of CUTANEOUS DIS- 
EASES. To the poor who are suffering 
from eruptions of any description, medical 
advice and attendance will be given free 
of expense. 
CHANDLER ROBBINS, M.D. 


SULPHUR BATH.—Dr. R. has, at 
his house, a private Sulphur Bath on an 
improved plan, which he will administer 
in cases of Kheumatism, and affections of 
the skin which require it. 

Head of Franklin Place, Boston. 

eop6t 


— 


CHARLES WHITE, 


No. 269 Washington St. Corner of Win- 
ter St. 


AS received by the late arrivals from 
Europe his spring supply of Mrnpr- 
CINES ; among them are Extract Balsam 
Copaiva, Ext. Belladonna from Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue pill from Apothecaries’ Hall, 
Calomel, Tartar Emetic, Magnesia Calc., 
Elaterium, Opium deprived of Narcotiue, 
Opium deprived of Morphine, Denarcotiz- 
ed ‘Tinct. Opium, Sulphate Quinine, 
Sulphate Cinchona, Sulphate Rhubarb, 
Ext. Hops, &c. &c. 

C. W. returns his grateful acknowl- 
edgment to the Physicians, his friends 
and the public, for their liberal support, 
and hopes by strict personal attention to 
Physicians’ Prescriptions, the compound- 
ing and delivery of Medicine, to have a 
continuance. April 22. 


NOTICE. 


UBSCRIBERS who are still indebted 
for the Boston Medical Intelligencer, 
are requested to pay their bills, as recent- 
ly presented, either at this office or to one 
of the following agents.—Barnet Peters, 
Portland, Me.; Charles Coffin, Postmas- 
ter, Buxton, Me.; Charles S. Francis, 
New-York, N. Y.; Tho. O. H. Croswell, 
Postmaster, Catskill, N. Y.; R. H. Small, 
Philadelphia, Pa. ; Gideon B. Smith, Pa- 
triot office, Baltimore, Md.; Lemuel 
Dwelle, Augusta, Ga.; Drake & Conclin, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Gentlemen are reminded that after the 
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14th day of next month the price of the 
5th volume, as published, will be $3,00, 
instead of $2,62 1-2. 


LAWRENCE’S LECTURES. 


UST published, and forsale by FOOTE 
& BROWN, Salem, “ Lectures on 
Physiology, Zoology, and the Natural 
History of Man, delivered at the Royal 
College of Surgeons, London, by W. Law- 
RENCE, F.R.S, Professor of Anatomy and 
Surgery in the College, Assistant Surgeon 
to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Surgeon 
to Bridewell and Bethlem Hospitals, and 
to the London Infirmary for Diseases of 
the Kye.” 
A Work on the Natural History of our 
species, which should comprise all the 
important facts, within a moderate com- 


~ pass, has long been a desideratum with 


the junior members of the medical profes. 
sion. This work Mr. Lawrence has hap- 
pily achieved. There were already eru- 
dite and able treatises on this subject, 
but from their great bulk and cost, as 
well as the circumstance that they are: 
all written in foreign languages, they are 
inaccessible to a vast majority of students, 
Mr. Lawrence, recognized by his country- 
men as standing high in the first rank of 
his profession, and more advantageously 
known as a comparative anatomist, on the 
continent of Europe, than other English 
writers of the present day, has applied his 
learning and talents to supply this defect. 
Being in a great measure free from the in- 
sular prejudices, which so commonly in- 
fect his countrymen, he has given every 
question which occurs an impartial and 
philosophical consideration—he has drawn 
together from every source all the various 
information which could be brought to 
bear upon the subject, and arranged the 
whole systematically, yet without being 
enslaved to a system. 

To the medical student work will 
be invaluable, being the only text book in 
the English language upon a portion of 
his studies where a good text book is in- 
dispensable. ‘To the general scholar it 
will open this most interesting of all 
branches of Natural History—the knowl- 
edge of his own person, and the habits of 
his race. To the American it will be 
doubly dear, from the free spirit it every 
where breathes, and the admiration 80 
boldly and unequivocally avowed of our 
republican institutions. 


Published weekly, by Jou Corton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whoin all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dellars if 
not paid within the year. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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